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LETTER FROM THE DEAN
Winter quarter was an exciting and productive one, as evidenced by
many awards to and achievements by our outstanding student body
and faculty! We are excited to share a few with you in this issue of
The Link.
Read the Dean's letter

CAL POLY MODEL U.N. TEAM REPRESENTS CLA AT
STATE AND NATIONAL CONFERENCES
Cal Poly’s Model United Nations team participated at the UC
Berkeley Model U.N. Conference March 6-9 and traveled to New

York for the National Model U.N. Conference April 13-17.
Read about Cal Poly's Model U.N. Team

MUSTANG BAND MARCHES IN YEAR OF THE HORSE
PARADE
On Nov. 1, the Mustang Band was honored to perform for the
dedication of the Warren J. Baker Center for Science &
Mathematics. Little did the band know that its campus performance
would lead to an invitation to perform in the Feb. 15 San Francisco
Southwest Airlines Chinese New Year Parade, the largest New
Year’s celebration outside of China.
Read about the Mustang Band

MUSTANG NEWS GARNERS 20 AWARDS AND LOOKS
TO #TOPHARVARD
Mustang News, the Journalism Department’s student-run
integrated newsroom, received national and state recognition with
20 awards from the Associated Collegiate Press and the California
College Media Association.
Read more about Mustang News' success

SOCIOLOGY PROFESSOR WORKS WITH U.N. TO BUILD
AWARENESS OF DISASTER ISSUES
Are we prepared for major disasters? Does the U.S. government
have a plan for when a disaster does strike? Cal Poly sociology
Professor Ryan Alaniz is working toward that goal. Alaniz is
involved with the academic arm of the United Nations, creating
ideas that go beyond theory to further the goal of saving lives in
disaster situations.
Read more about Ryan Alaniz's work

SUSAN CURRIER VISITING PROFESSOR LEAVES HER
MARK AT CAL POLY
During her two-quarter residence with Cal Poly’s Women’s &
Gender Studies (WGS) Department, Jody Lisberger inspired
students to think of personal concerns and social issues in new and
provocative ways. Lisberger, the 2013-14 Susan Currier Visiting
Professor for Teaching Excellence, spent fall and winter quarters
teaching and expanding Cal Poly’s understanding of issues
concerning perceptions of gender and women.
Read more about Jody Lisberger's visit

CATCHING UP WITH CLA GRADS AT TECH RUNAWAY
ICRACKED
From a Cal Poly dorm room start-up to a Silicon Valley success
story, iCracked has triumphed in the technology sector. We caught

PICTURES AT AN
EXHIBITION

up with two CLA grads to learn more about their time at Cal Poly
and what they do for iCracked.
Read more about CLA grads at iCracked

events
MAY 8-10: THEATRE PRODUCTION: “BLACK

JUNE 7: CLA FACULTY AND STAFF AWARDS

CAT CABARET”

RECEPTION

MAY 9: OPEN SCIENCE CAFE WITH STEVE
DUENES FROM THE N.Y. TIMES (PLANNED BY

JUNE 13: CLA STUDENT AWARDS RECEPTION

ART & DESIGN STUDENT WINNER ALI

JUNE 14: SPRING COMMENCEMENT

ALBIANI)
NOW-MAY 15: UNIVERSITY ART
GALLERY — ANNUAL JURIED
STUDENT EXHIBITION

previous editions

Quarter 4, Winter 2013
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2014 Hackathon Promotes Student Entrepreneurship, Innovation
and Imagination
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Students hard at work at the 2014 Hackathon. | Photo: Marya Figueroa

Cal Poly students from all disciplines put their creativity to the test at the second annual Design & Dev Hackathon,
held on Feb. 8. Student groups came together to design mobile applications, websites and marketing options.

Cal Poly Arts
Central Coast Center for Arts
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The 12-hour event, now in its second year, allows Cal Poly students to develop their entrepreneurial and
technological skills by creating products and services that will make life better for Cal Poly and the community.
Putting together large-scale events like the Hackathon takes time, effort and patience. The Hackathon was made
possible by the dedication and hard work of Graphic Communication Professor Lorraine Donegan who has organized
the event both years.
The event kicked off Feb. 7, with 81 participants forming 23 groups and developing project ideas. The following day,
Feb. 8, the teams worked against the clock to complete their projects, with experienced mentors on hand to guide
them through the creative process.
This year the projects included websites that help users market their skills, recreational mobile apps, and video
games. All of the projects are being perfected for public use.
On Saturday evening, Hackathon participants debuted their finished, or almost-finished, projects to a panel of judges.
Career Launch, created by Justin Witt (graphic communication) and Greg Givens (graphic communication) won Best
Design Effort Award. Career Launch is a website to help graduates during their career search.
“We started this because, when it comes to jobs, you have to have one nailed down when you graduate,” Givens said.
The website will include an interactive design to make job-hunting more bearable. Career Launch users will see a
rocket ship in the right-hand of the website page “fly up” as the user meets outlined goals.
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Another Hackathon group created Cloudy, an
engaging mobile application designed solely to
entertain. Users will be able to take pictures of clouds
and then use app tools to draw over them to create a
personalized image. Members will also be able to see
the personalized clouds of other members and vote on
their favorite cloud designs.

PICTURES AT AN
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The Cloudy team was composed of Jordan Damron
(graphic communication), Victoria Owens (graphic
communication), Stephen Jue (biomedical
engineering) and Brandon Bevans (computer science).
“With this app you can interact with the environment
while still keeping your face in your phone,” Owens
said.
The Hackathon also produced projects directly relevant to Cal Poly students. Jesse Pease (computer science), Julie
Logue (graphic communication) and Jess Chaidez (graphic communication) formed a team to create RobLog, a
digital logbook in which students can enter their required library hours.
RobLog was created for student athletes and Greek Life members who are required to study in the library for a set
amount of time. The digital log will be connected to Facebook and display statistics, creating a competitive incentive
to study.
The Hackathon not only caters to the tech lovers, but also to creative types. Shannon Reilly (graphic communication),
Andrea Hernandez (graphic communication), Jacob Johannesen (computer science), Nick Nish (business) and Kyle
Piddington (software engineering) came together to produce mobile app 575. The app will allow users to create and
share poetry. The poems will only be viewable to people within a certain radius from where the poem was created.
“From my perspective it was a huge success,” Donegan said. “Most of the students who participated weren’t sure
what to expect, but they truly enjoyed the Hackathon and feel like they would do another Hackathon if they had the
opportunity.”
The Hackathon inspired many more innovative projects that exemplify the Learn by Doing skills Cal Poly students
have to offer.
Sponsors of this year’s Hackathon were iFixit, EverNote, MindBody, Rosetta, Tap4More and Cal Poly’s College of
Liberal Arts, Graphic Communication Department, Center for Expressive Technologies, and Kennedy Library.
The event was made possible through the collaborative efforts of Cal Poly’s Center for Innovation &
Entrepreneurship and the Creative Media Development Club.
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A Letter from the Dean
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Dear Cal Poly College of Liberal Arts Alumni,
Winter quarter was an exciting and productive one, as evidenced by many awards to and achievements by our
outstanding student body and faculty! We are excited to share a few with you in this issue of The Link:
Innovative Events - The second annual Design & Development Hackathon, led by Graphic Communication
Professor Lorraine Donegan, encouraged students from all disciplines to pool their creativity and entrepreneurial
spirit to develop an app, a website or other project that would make life better for Cal Poly and the community.
Student Success - CLA clubs, teams and organizations have reaped the rewards of hard work. Cal Poly's Model
U.N. Team walked a mile in the shoes of Peru's real-life U.N. delegation and met them to discuss the
experience. The Mustang Band was one of only two collegiate bands invited to participate in the San Francisco
Chinese New Year parade. Since we last reported on all of the changes occurring in the Journalism Department,
Mustang News was awarded 20 accolades, including best website.
Outstanding Faculty - Our faculty continue to positively impact the campus and broader communities. In this
issue, we introduce you to Ryan Alaniz, a sociology professor working with the U.N. on disaster response, and
Jody Lisberger, the Susan Currier Visiting Professor for Teaching Excellence.
Accomplished Alumni - AJ Forsythe (B.S., Psychology, 2011) was named one of Forbes’ Top 30 Under 30
Individuals in Technology. Forsythe founded iCracked, an iOS device repair company, from his dorm room at
Cal Poly and now leads the multimillion-dollar company that employs many CLA graduates, including Cody
Ward (B.A., History, 2013) and Leslee Lambert (BFA, Art & Design, 2011). Find out where their majors have
led them.
As always, thank you for your continued support of the College of Liberal Arts. Please be sure to stay connected
with us, like our Facebook page, to find out all the news and events from the college, and let us know about your
activities.

Cal Poly Arts
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Best Wishes,
Doug
Back to top
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Cal Poly Model U.N. Team Represents CLA at State and National
Conferences
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Members of the Cal Poly Model U.N. Team meeting with the U.N. mission to Peru.

Cal Poly’s Model United Nations team participated at the UC Berkeley Model U.N. Conference March 6-9 and
traveled to New York for the National Model U.N. Conference April 13-17.
The Model U.N. program at Cal Poly, led by political science Professor Craig Arceneaux, strives to teach students
how one of the world’s largest organizations operates by having students participate in mock conferences.
“The most unique contribution the Model U.N. has to offer is empathy, because students have to simulate and
promote positions from other countries,” Arceneaux said.
These mock conferences embody the complexity and thoroughness of the real U.N., with long periods of deliberation,
resolution drafting, and interaction with students from other countries.
To be successful on the Model U.N. team, students are required to become familiar with the background, history,
institutions and responsibilities of the United Nations.
Additionally, for each conference attended, students are asked to represent a country other than the United States, and
they must be familiar enough with that country to effectively represent its political positions.
The New York conference offered students the
unique opportunity to meet with actual U.N. delegates
of the countries their teams were representing. This
year the Cal Poly team met with delegates from Peru.
“It’s a fun learning experience, and it’s a whirlwind
trying to accomplish everything during the
conference,” said Katelyn Magnus, political science
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major and first-year Model U.N. participant. “And
it’s great to have the opportunity to look back and see
all that you were able to accomplish.”
Magnus and Katie Hoselton, political science major
and third-year Model U.N. participant said that being
part of the Model U.N. team helps students develop
skills transferable to their academic work.

PICTURES AT AN
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“The team helps you with professional and public speaking skills. Because the situation is constantly changing in the
committees, you have to be prepared for the changes that come along and change with it,” Magnus said.
Students interested in becoming involved with Model U.N. are required to take POLS 285, Model United Nations, a
four-unit course that introduces the structure and function of the United Nations and committee simulations. Every
Model U.N. team member must also take POLS 385, Advanced Model United Nations, a two-unit course that
focuses entirely on conference preparation.
Throughout their time with the Model U.N. team, students learn to become comfortable with opposing opinions,
different cultures, and functioning within this environment. The team helps students build connections and develop a
vision that prioritizes community.
“The whole point of Model U.N. is to reach consensus and develop team building,” Hoselton said. “There are no
winners or losers; it’s about trying to bridge and embrace our differences.”
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Mustang Band Marches in Year of the Horse Parade
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The Mustang Band marched in this year's San Francisco Chinese New Year Parade. | Photo: Ian Billings
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On Nov. 1, the Mustang Band was honored to perform for the dedication of the Warren J. Baker Center for Science
& Mathematics. Little did the band know that its campus performance would lead to an invitation to perform in the
Feb. 15 San Francisco Southwest Airlines Chinese New Year Parade, the largest New Year’s celebration outside of
China.
Among the guests at the Baker Center dedication ceremony were Lawrence and Gorretti Lui, who are connected to
both Cal Poly and the artistic and cultural community of San Francisco. So impressed were they by the band’s
performance that the Luis lobbied for the Mustang Band to appear in the Chinese New Year Parade.
After a flurry of phone calls, emails and application documents, the Mustang Band was officially invited to take part
in the high-profile event — one of only two university bands at the parade.
The 210 members of The Pride of the Pacific, accompanied by the Cal Poly Stunt Team, were one of nearly 100
parade entries on the two-mile route. The band finished its march at the Chinese Cultural Center, performing for a
group of dignitaries, including San Francisco’s mayor, Edwin Lee.
Parade judges were impressed with the Mustang
Band’s performance, awarding the group first place in
the adult marching band category.
The Chinese community of San Francisco started the
Chinese New Year Parade in the 1860s, with the goal
of educating and sharing its culture with the larger
community. Today the parade hosts nearly one
million attendees and is broadcast internationally in at
least three languages. The International Festivals and
Events Association named the San Francisco Chinese
New Year Parade one of the top 10 parades in the

Year of the Mustang Youtube video

Central Coast Center for Arts
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world.
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Mustang News Garners 20 Awards and Looks to #TopHarvard
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Mustang News staffers show off some of their awards at the National College Journalism Convention.
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Mustang News, the Journalism Department’s student-run integrated newsroom, received national and state
recognition with 20 awards from the Associated Collegiate Press and the California College Media Association.
During the National College Journalism Convention (Feb. 27-March 2), the Associated Collegiate Press awarded
Mustang News first in Best of Show – Website Large School category, and first in Best of Show – Multimedia
Package for “Bringing Jams to the Gym.” Mustang News received third place for Best of Show – Special Section.

Central Coast Center for Arts
Education
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Staffers also received 17 awards from the California College Media Association, including:
Best Feature Story: Brian De Los Santos (Journalism), first place
Best Sports Column: J.J. Jenkins (Business Administration), first place
Best Arts & Entertainment Story: Aryn Sanderson (Journalism), second place
Best Video: Carly Rickards (Journalism) and Spencer Sarson (Business Administration), second place
Best News-Page Design: Kaytlyn Leslie (Journalism), second place
Best Arts & Entertainment Column/Criticism: Nick Larson (Kinesiology) and Jake Devincenzi (Aerospace
Engineering), second place
Best Feature Story: Aryn Sanderson (Journalism), third place
Best Sports Story: Jacob Lauing (Journalism), third place
Best Multimedia Presentation: Staff, third place
Best Special Section: Staff, first place
Best Back to School or Orientation Issue: Staff, second place
Best Sales Promotion Materials: Albert Chang (Art & Design), first place

FEATURED

Best Online Promotion: Staff, first place
Best Group Promotion: Nicole Bergmann (Art & Design), second place
Best Online Advertisement: Albert Chang (Art & Design), third place
Best Color Advertisement: Kelsey Lancaster (Art & Design), third place

PICTURES AT AN
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Best Group Promotion: Staff, third place
Mustang News is now looking to #TopHarvard. The Harvard Crimson student newspaper has more than 18,000 likes
on Facebook and Mustang News aims to exceed the Ivy League competitor.
The grassroots #TopHarvard campaign is the news organization’s means to promote school spirit, share outstanding
student work across all media platforms, and help students stay informed with community and campus news and
events.
#TopHarvard began in February with a little more than 2,000 likes. As of press time, the page has reached 5,533.
Help Mustang News #TopHarvard — like Mustang News on Facebook.
Back to top
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Sociology Professor Works With U.N. to Build Awareness of
Disaster Issues
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Are we prepared for major disasters? Does the U.S.
government have a plan for when a disaster does
strike?
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Cal Poly sociology Professor Ryan Alaniz is working
toward that goal. Alaniz is involved with the
academic arm of the United Nations, creating ideas
that go beyond theory to further the goal of saving
lives in disaster situations. Important to this effort is
a better understanding of how other cultures
throughout the world cope with disaster. This
includes discussion of whether other cultures even
share Western perceptions of what a “disaster” is.
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Alaniz is working to understand these issues to instill
in the public a stronger sense of urgency. Working
with the United Nations University, Alaniz was recently selected as a World Social Science Fellow, along with
representatives from various countries, to discuss disaster relief-related issues and possible protocols. Their goal was
to develop ideas that the U.N. and national governments could use as a foundation for policy decisions.
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“Our job was to look at this framework of risk interpretation and action for understanding how people do or do not
react when disasters happen and develop it even deeper. Twenty-one of us participated from different countries, with
completely different perspectives,” Alaniz said.
Alaniz recently attended seminars and conferences in New Zealand and Bangladesh. As his research develops, he
looks to expand his scholarship into more complex aspects of disaster relief and risk, eventually bringing what he has
learned back to the community level. Alaniz believes there is much more at stake than many realize.

Cal Poly Arts
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“We know that disasters are increasing in both number and intensity. We know that human beings are more
vulnerable because they are living in closer proximity to one another, often with high levels of poverty. We are going
to see more disasters and more people suffering, and a lack of national aid to deal with disasters.”
Alaniz emphasizes that understanding the issues in their complexity and implications will give strategists a clearer
focus for disaster-recovery policy. The ability to prevent unnecessary suffering is at stake.
“If we can better understand how people interpret and act based on risk, then we can better create strategies to
educate people differently or encourage people differently when they face risk,” Alaniz said.
“It’s all tied together. Our impact on the climate is affecting the number, type and intensity of natural disasters. This
is going to change how people migrate and immigrate throughout the world.”
Though research is his main focus, Alaniz also works
to bridge the divide between broad issues of world
disasters and action in his local community. The first
step is introducing the importance of world issues
and perspectives in the classroom.
In an effort to teach students that every action
matters, Alaniz offers an alternative option to the

FEATURED

traditional midterm, allowing students to spend a
“week in the life” of someone else. Students might
choose to use a wheelchair, to fast, or to work in the
fields for a few days.
“I am trying to educate community members and
students to the realities of those who are living to
provide for them,” Alaniz said. “That’s the kind of

PICTURES AT AN
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reality check I’m trying to bring to the students.”
In the community, Alaniz is on the board of directors for Restorative Partners, a nonprofit organization whose
mission is to help those impacted by crime. He is also the founder and executive director of The Futbol Project, a
nonprofit that collects sports equipment for orphanages and underprivileged children in Latin America and Africa.
With these accomplishments in mind, The Tribune recently included Alaniz in its 2013 “Top 20 Under 40” list,
which recognizes professional achievement and community service.
“I’m grateful, and I really want to continue this type of work,” Alaniz said. “My goal in life is to leave the world a
better place and be very conscientious that every decision I make has an impact. That’s what I’m trying to do — to
make all of my actions count.”
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Susan Currier Visiting Professor Leaves Her Mark at Cal Poly
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During her two-quarter residence with Cal Poly’s
Women’s & Gender Studies (WGS) Department,
Jody Lisberger inspired students to think of personal
concerns and social issues in new and provocative
ways. Lisberger, the 2013-14 Susan Currier Visiting
Professor for Teaching Excellence, spent fall and
winter quarters teaching and expanding Cal Poly’s
understanding of issues concerning perceptions of
gender and women.
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An associate professor and director of the Gender and
Women’s Studies Program at the University of
Rhode Island, Lisberger was a natural fit at Cal Poly
and in the greater San Luis Obispo community. In
addition to teaching courses in women’s and gender
studies, Lisberger also became involved with the
student club Triota, Cal Poly’s Feminist Activism Community and WGS Honors Society. She also supported other
clubs and organizations across campus and in the community through guest lectures, presentations and workshops.
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“Dr. Lisberger has had a tremendous impact on the WGS Department, Triota, and on my personal academic career,”
said Nikki Lanshaw, WGS minor and treasurer of Triota. “For example, she suggested more ways for Triota to run
feminist campaigns on campus that can engage as many people as possible.
“She also kept reminding us how much influence we have on campus as students. It was awesome to meet someone,
who within five minutes of knowing you, reminded you of the power you have as a student and as a person.”
In her final public presentation on Feb. 12, Lisberger challenged institutions of higher education to embrace their role
as leaders of change in addressing sex and gender inequities.
The presentation, “Teaching to Disrupt Gender: Challenging the Myth of Disposable Women,” examined ideas of
gender, in both contemporary and historical contexts, and how institutions of higher education can be catalysts for
change. Lisberger discussed how society still tends to dismiss women and their contributions, which impacts areas
such as pay, career, opportunity, and the status of women — and men — more generally.
“Altogether, what stands out about Dr. Lisberger are her commitments to creating and nurturing relationships and to
exploring big, bold, visionary, revolutionary questions, ideas and proposals,” said Jane Lehr, WGS interim
department chair.
“She is a model for all of us seeking to be better teacher-scholar-activists at this university.”

The Susan Currier Visiting Professorship for Teaching Excellence is a residential teaching professorship that
recognizes educators who, like Lisberger, exemplify outstanding teaching in the liberal arts and emphasize the
intersection between gender/women’s issues and global/justice humanitarian concerns.
The award honors and sustains the commitment to education of the late Susan Currier, who served as associate dean
for the College of Liberal Arts and as a professor of English. The professorship is made possible through
contributions made by the Currier family, including her husband, Max Wills, and private donors and friends.
Back to top
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Catching Up with CLA Grads at Tech Runaway iCracked
From a Cal Poly dorm room start-up to a Silicon
Valley success story, iCracked has triumphed in the
technology sector.
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Founded in 2010 by Cal Poly alumnus AJ Forsythe
(B.S., Psychology, 2011) and Anthony Martin, the
company prides itself as the “most efficient ondemand repair and buyback network for iOS
devices.”
In four short years, the company has witnessed
exponential growth. Forbes recognized the company
this year as No. 17 on its list of America’s Most
Promising Companies and named founder Forsythe as
one of the Top 30 Under 30 Individuals in
Technology.
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What was once a two-man operation now boasts an annual revenue of $10 million and more than 500 iTech repair
representatives across the nation and in 10 countries, and 52 employees (and counting) in its Redwood City office,
including two other CLA graduates: iTech Manager Cody Ward (B.A., History, 2013) and Senior Graphic Designer
Leslee Lambert (BFA, Art & Design, 2011).
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We caught up with Lambert and Ward to learn more about their time at Cal Poly and what they do for iCracked:
What motivated you to pursue your liberal arts major?
Cody: I chose history because it was the No. 2 major for law school preparation — [law school] was my plan going
in. That plan obviously changed.
Leslee: I took a graphic design class in high school my sophomore year and really liked it, so my parents suggested
it as a career.
Why did you choose Cal Poly?
Cody: My mom, aunt and uncle are all alumni of Cal Poly. We had been down a couple times growing up because
my mom loved it so much. I chose Cal Poly because it is such a prestigious school in a beautiful area, and I had
roots there. I couldn’t say no.
Leslee: I didn’t really know that Cal Poly was the place for me until I came to campus and did a tour and sat in on
some classes. I fell in love with it.
What was your initial plan after graduation?
Cody: The plan post-graduation was to be in law school. A few months after I started applying, I had a change of
heart. I changed my plans and looked for a sales job and ended up here.
Leslee: I was planning on heading in the direction of an advertising agency or design firm in San Francisco. But I
kind of got caught off-guard with AJ Forsythe, who was starting a company at Cal Poly called iCracked. He was
putting these fliers around campus, and I told him they were terrible and needed to be redesigned. So I just jumped on
board with him as a side project to add things to my portfolio. By the end of the year, he asked if I wanted to join
them full time. I jumped at that because it was such a cool opportunity … and I’m still here, three years later.
What do you do for iCracked?
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Cody: My title is iTech manager. I am the first point of contact for the 500 iTechs we have around the country; I am
their liaison to headquarters. If they have questions, comments, concerns, technical issues, small-business support
issues, marketing questions — they call me.
Leslee: Currently my title is senior graphic designer. I used to be the only designer, but now we have a team of five.
Our team designs all the sales tools and marketing collateral for iTechs to use in the field, as well as branding for
headquarter initiatives.
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What’s it been like to grow with the company?
Cody: Amazing — the growth of the company, like Leslee said, as well as the personal growth of just graduating
and starting a career with a growing company.
Leslee: Incredible. We were working out of a garage three years ago. Last year we had fewer than 20 people working
here, and now we’re up to 52. We’re growing like crazy.
What skills did you develop at Cal Poly that you have put to use at your job?
Cody: Studying history was not so much learning the history but how to look at an argument from a certain point
and know the different ways of approaching it. It has allowed me to be adaptable, understand an argument or
statement, see it from other ways, break it down as quickly as possible, and present my own opinion or facts against
it. That helps in problem solving, when people call in with something I’ve never dealt with or in creating projects
from scratch. The ability to think quickly and critically is what I learned at Cal Poly.
Leslee: For me a lot of it is foundational. As a graphic design student at Cal Poly, you learn the foundations of
design — color theory, typography, layout — all of that comes into play with my job. It’s crucial to have those basic
design foundations.
What is your favorite thing about working at iCracked?
Cody: The community, the family here. We call it a family, because we work long hours, and we’re together a lot.
Some of us even live together. My favorite thing is we all share the same goal, that it’s not just a job; we’re here to
build something. Everyone understands that and works together and supports each other, and it’s really awesome —
best part of working here.
Leslee: I would agree with Cody hands down on that answer as well. It is kind of like a family here. We’re taking
something and trying to make it bigger than what it is. On top of that, for my job specifically, I really love that I can
come in here and create something and see it produced for the masses.
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